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"BATTERED WOMEN WHO KILL eventually
experience anger. In fact, anger is an emotion felt,
sooner or later, by nearly all victims of abuse or
violence. But, in my many years of professional
involvement with battered women, it has been my
experience they are not motivated to kill the abuser
solely out of anger. As I've stated time and again:
battered women kill out of fear" (WALKER, at p. 201).
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"...it is open to the judge, when deciding whether
there is any evidence of provocation to be left for the
jury and open to the jury when considering such
evidence, to take account of the interval between the
provocative conduct and the reaction of the defendant

to it. Time for reflection may show that after the provocative
conduct made its impact on the mind of the defendant, he or
she kept or regained self-control. The passage of time
following the provocation may also show that the subsequent
attack was planned or based on motives, such as revenge or
punishment, inconsistent with the loss of self-control and
therefore with the defence of provocation. In some cases, such
an interval may wholly undermine the defence of provocation;
that, however, depends entirely on the facts of the individual
case and is not a principle of law" (R. v. Ahluwalia [1992]

.4 ALL E.R. 889).
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"...there is sufficient independent evidence, both
factual and medical, for us to come to the conclusion
that from a young age this vulnerable Appellant was
subject to persistent and prolonged violence from a
man older in years who was dominating, domineering
and demanding. The Medical Records show that she
suffered clinical depression over a long period of time
and other evidence demonstrates that the only period
of stability that she enjoyed was when the deceased
was serving a term of imprisonment. When he was
discharged her suffering at his hands resumed. The
Medical Reports from both Prosecution and Defence
doctors show that she demonstrated many of the
features of Battered Womens' Syndrome. It was in
those circumstances that the stabbing which caused his
death occurred (R. v. Fell [2000] 2 Cr. App. R. (S.)

.464, at par. 18)
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